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Hypothesis:  There is a discontinuity in R1b Paleolithic man.  It is predicated that this was caused by a catastrophic flood, known as the 8200BP cold event .

Facts/data/references:  1. The allele value of Dys 393 of M269 (Paleolithic man in western Europe) was 12.  The present day R1b population of this value is at the 2% to 3% level.



  2. The estimates by modelers:  “Martin Richards, The Neolithic Invasion of Europe, Annual Review of Anthropology, 2003, 32, p.135 -162 and Currat and Escoffier, Proceedings of the Royal Society, 2005, April 7; 272(1564): 679-688”,  are that the contribution by Neolithic should be less than 50% and Paleolithic Y chromosomes should dominate the population.  This conflicts with the measured data of R1b in Western Europe as shown at Dys 393.


  3. Sea level rise over the last 20K years is approximately 120 meters due to the melting of the Ice Pack after the last LGM.” NASA GISS: Science Briefs: Sea Level Rise, After the Ice melted and Today, june 2008, Dr. Vivien Gornitz”.


  4. Doggerland (between Denmark and Great Britain) was flooded about 8000 years ago. www.iaa.bham.ac.uk. Follow the research projects path.  A report has just been issued on the mapping of doggerland.  Previous papers have reported the existence of Mesolithic villages.


  5. The Black Sea was flooded about 8000 years ago. “Further evidence of abrupt Holocene drowning of the Black Sea Shelf, Ballard, et.al.,  Marine Geology 170 (2000) 253-261.



  6. Landslide at Mt. Etna Generated a Large Tsunami In the Mediterranean Sea Nearly 8000 years ago.  “www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2006/11/061128083754.htm.


  7. Underwater landslides travel at 100 Km/hr.  The Storegga landslide occurred approximately 8200 years ago.  The landslide resulted in a 10-15 meter tidal wave which lead to the ruin of a stone Age settlement off the west coast of Norway.  www.apollon.uio.no/vis/art/2008_1/Articler/skred_english.



8. According to Mithen, in his book: “After the Ice, Harvard University Press, ISBN 0-674-01999-7(pbk.).  He says the same Tsunami generated by Storrega dumped 17,000 cubic Kilometers of sediment on the East Coast of Scotland in the vicinity of Inverness.



 9. The evidence is that the Agassiz/Ojibway Lake, Seven times more volume than the modern Great Lakes, emptied into Labrador Bay, in a succession of 30 Meltwater pulses with fluxes exceeding 0.015 Sv( 1 Sv = 10^6m^3s^-1.  They estimate 6000km^3 of freshwater emptied  into the north Atlantic.  “Early Holocene glacial lake meltwater injections into the Labrador Sea and Ungava Bay, Jansson and Kleman, Paleooceanography, Vol. 19. PA1001, copyright 2004 by the American Geophysical Union.  See: “www.agu.org/pubs/crossref/2004/2003PA000943.shtml. Note:  If this premise doesn’t make much sense to you (30 Pulses); get yourself a 5 gallon carboy used in home winemaking and fill it with water and then empty it.  This type of turbulent flow is very much pulselike.
The above references/facts, taken together, form a persuasive story of massive destruction and flooding around 8200 BP.  We do not precisely know what the pulses did, but they were huge   Each pulse threw at least 6 X 10^6 Tons of water and rock into the North Atlantic.  The only time scale we have is the Biblical Flood where it says that the storm lasted 40 days.  This would suggest the meltwater pulse period was approximately 1.33 days.  This was the turbulent flow period of the discharge.  Subsequently, laminar flow took over and the Black Sea continued to rise for 6 to 9 months before a gradual return to normalcy returned in about a year.  A byproduct of this incident was, apparently, the Storrega and Mt. Etna landslides and the subsequent Tsunamis.  Doggerland, one of the richest Mesolithic regions was destroyed and the coastlines of all of Europe appear to have been inundated, again with large loss of life.  I believe that all the islands of the Mediterranean were wiped clean by the water flow into the Black Sea.
It is my hypothesis that this event is the source of discontinuity between the Paleolithic and Neolithic in Western Europe. 
