John Honssinger of Canada to Missouri Family Genealogy Report by Stewart Turner

This is a summary of what I have on the Honsinger’s.

John Honssinger along with two of his sons John, Jr and Jacob immigrated to Missouri in the early 1800s from Canada.  Both John and Jacob were born in Canada based on census data.  Jacob married Tabitha Bledsoe in St Charles, MO 11 March 1819, recorded 2 June 1821.  I have a copy of their marriage record I obtained from the St.Charles County recorder.  They had seven or eight children, one of which was Franklin or Frank who was born abt 1820.  Jacob is listed in the 1830 Census for Missouri, Boone County, Missouri Township as head of household.  There is 1 male under 5, 2 5-10, 1 10-15 and 1 30-40, 1 female 5-10 and 1 20-30.  They are listed in 1840 Census for Missouri, Van Buren Co, Harmony township with 5 males under 30 and 2 females under 30.  Frances Hornsinger married Eliza Jane Melton in Rives Co, MO on 24 July 1840.  Rives County was renamed Henry Co in 1841.  I have a copy of the marriage record from Henry Co, Recorded in Small Book B, page 13.
In the 1850 US Census, Jacob is in Bates Co, MO.  I have been told that there are a lot of Honsinger records in the Bates Co Courthouse

The 1850 Census for Grand River Township, Henry Co, MO lists

Line 15 Franklin Hornsinger  29

            Eliza             “        25        

            John             “          9  The family Bible I have records his birth date as 11 October 1842 so this age fits

            Jane             “          7 

            Charles         “          5

            Susan           “          3

In 1860 the family minus Eliza and Charles is in Denton Co, TX.  Page 28 Beginning on 

Line 14 Franklin Hornsingler  37   Hornsingler is how the name was spelled in this census

            John                       18 

            Tabitha J                 17

            Susan E                 13

            Mary A                    8

            Margaret                  6

            Thomas                   2

I do not know what happened to Eliza or Charles.  Both John and Franklin were in the Texas Military during the Civil War.  I have copies of their military records.

In 1870 they have moved to Subdivision 35, Harris Co, TX – Cedar Bayou Post Office and are in 2 households

Line 17 Dwelling 114 Family 111 are Hornsinger Frank       49

                                                                      Nancy      25  I presume he remarried although I have no record

                                                                      Margaret  15

                                                                      Eliza E      6

                                                                      Louis F      4/12

My supposition is that Nancy is the mother of Eliza and Louis F[rank]

Line 28 Dwelling 116 Family 113 are Hornsinger John           29

                                                                      Teresa C    19  The Family Bible lists Theresa’s birth date as 22 Feb 1852 and they were married 20 April 1869.  The marriage was recorded on the 21st of April.  I have a copy of the license.

John and Theresa had 10 Children, but only 5 survived into adulthood

Kate Elizabeth        b.  4 Jul 1870         d. 22 Feb 1912

Amanda Ann           b. 12 Feb 1872       d. 18 Oct 1873

John Thomas           b. 11 Sep 1873      d. 18 Sept 1873 or 78

Susan Julia             b.  9 Dec 1874       d. 29 Aug 1877

Robert Franklin        b.  5 Sep 1877       d. 14 Feb 1946

Gilbert Johnson       b.  26 Jan 1880       d. 14 Mar 1946

Jackson C              b.  2 Oct 1881         d. 2 Oct 1881

John Clay               b. 18 Jan 1883         d. 11 Oct 1946

Thomas Jefferson    b. 14 Aug 1885        d.  14 Aug 1885 (?)

Stewart James        b. 3 July 1888          d. 28 June 1943

Theresa Caroline Clay Honssinger died 11 April 1906.  She is buried in Hollywood Cemetery in Houston near her mother.  I do not know when John Honssinger died or where he is buried.  The writing in the Bible about Theresa’s death appears to be his.  He is listed in the 1910-11 Houston City Directory but not in the 1911-12 issue so I suspect he died at this time.  

In 1880 John and TC were in Hardin Co, TX Enumeration District 29, Page 15 beginning on Line 30 Dwelling 116 Family 123

Hornsinger John      39

                TC         28

                Katie       9

                Robert     2

                Gilbert     5/12

                Frank    10   Frank is listed as the brother of John.  I do not know what happened to Franklin.  I have not been able to find any record of his death or what happened to the rest of the family

The family is back in Houston by about 1886 as John is listed in the 1886-87 Houston City Directory.  There is no 1890 Census.  They can be followed sporadically in the 1900, 1910, 1920 and 1930 Censuses.

I do not know if Kate, Robert Franklin or John Clay married.  I have found a Robert Honsinger in the 1920 census living as a boarder however his father is listed as from Louisiana but the age is right.

Gilbert married Annie Grabowski 29 May 1901.  Annie died 13 Oct 1961

They had 2 children Leonard John b. 18 Sept 1903 and Helen Lillian b. 25 April 1905

Leonard married Bertha Mae Johnson, only date given is Nov.  They had one child Peggy Jean b. 5 Jan 1948.
Death dates for Leonard and Bertha.  Leonard is listed as single.  I don’t know if they divorced.
Honsinger, Leonard J          14-Sep-1971     M    Single

Honsinger, Bertha Mae         21-Feb-1985     F

Information in this database comes from the Texas Department of Health.

As of March 2000, Birth Indexes from 1926-1995 and Death Indexes from

1964-1998 are available on the Internet, microfiche or CD-ROM.

http://www.tdh.state.tx.us/bvs/registra/index.htm

http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/tx/harris/vitals/deaths/1971/harrd71e.txt
http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/tx/harris/vitals/deaths/1985/harrd85f.txt
Helen married Ruby (Duke) Clemons Friedl, 8 June 1929

They had 3 children, Duke Gail Friedl b. 24 Feb 1939

                              Lynn Theresa Friedl b. 5 Dec 1940

                              Laurel Allene Friedl b. 22 July 1947

Duke married Barbara Ella Osmondson 11 June 1965.  They have 2 kids, Suzanne Marie b. 18 Sept 1967 and James Robert b. 22 March 1970   

Lynn married Brian Tramwell 13 Jan 1957.  Their children are Shelba Lynn b. 24 Nov 1959, Bret Stephen b. 2 Aug 1962 and Bart Wayne b. 14 Dec 1969

Laurel married Emsley T Batty, lll 30 July 1965.  Their son Edwin Thomas was born 1 Sept 1967.  She divorced and married James E Darr 15 Nov 1971

Gilbert and his family can be found in the 1910 and 1930 Census as well as his WWI draft registration.  He is also listed in the Houston City Directory

Stewart James Honsinger married Nancy Orval Larg 27 Aug 1910.  Their son Gilbert James was born 9 May 1911 (about 8 ½ months later, maybe he was premature).  They divorced and Nancy and Gilbert moved to California.  They can be found in the 1920 and 1930 US Census in California.  I met Gilbert when I was a young boy.  He had two sons one of which was also named Gilbert.  I hope to locate them soon.

Stewart married Rebecca Kathryn Jackson 5 June 1919.  They had 2 children, Harmon Walter Honsinger b. 9 July 1920 and my mother Carolyn Rebecca b. 28 July 1922.  Harmon never married.  He died in a plane crash 8 June 1943 in San Francisco Bay while on a ferrying flight to Hawaii during WWll.  Stewart died 28 June 1943 of a stroke.
Carolyn married Johnny Wilson Turner 5 Oct 1943 (or 1944, he couldn’t remember the year but said he was 19 which makes it 1943)
I (Stewart James) was b. 11 Nov 1954, Roger John was born 3 Oct 1956 –both in Seattle and Michael Joseph was born 11 July 1958

All three of us are married with 2 kids apiece

After the 1880 Census the next record I have for Frank is a land record from the Texas State Archives in which F Hornsinger applies for a land grant in Trinity Co in 1895.  There is a note on the documents dated  
7 (or 9)-18-1907 that says “Hornsinger was killed about one year ago”.
The 1900 US Census for Trinity Co, TX Precinct 1 ED 15 Sheet 26A lists

Line 38  Ziegler, Polly A           Head             b. June 1849 age 51 widowed

            Hornsinger, Franklin     Boarder         b. Feb  1870 age 30 widower

                   “        , Mary         G. Daughter  b. July  1890 age  9
                   “        , Gid           G. Son          b. Aug  1896 age  3

                   “        , Alice         G. Daughter   b. Apr  1898 age  2
I have not found any Census records for 1910 or 1920.
The 1930 US Census for Trinity Co, TX precinct 2 ED 228-6 sheet 2A lists

Line 38 Hornsinger, Gid F     Head         age 34

                  “        , Lillie       Wife                34

                  “        , Lottie     Daughter          12

                  “        , Gid Jr     Son                  6
WWII TRINITY CO., TEXAS DISCHARGE RECORDS Bk 3, Pgs 51-100

http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/tx/trinity/military/ww2/ww2disb3s02.txt
Pg 55   HONSINGER, Jr    Gid F.            38 306 401 PFC US ARMY

                                           485th Army Air Force Base Unit

                                           4 Jan 1943 Camp Walters, TX

                                           19 Nov 1945 Truax Field Madison, WI

                                           Radio Mech, Pistol Marksman, Carbine

                                           Expert, American Theater Campaign Medal,

                                           Good Conduct Medal, Victory Medal, Lapel

                                           Button

Gid Franklin died 11 June 1980.  I do not know if this was Gid Sr or Jr
http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/tx/harris/vitals/deaths/1980/harrd80f.txt
There are birth records online for Gid Lamar Honsinger b. 24 Aug 1943 to Viola Bertha Andrews and Gid Franklin Honsinger in Trinity Co and

Mary Jeannette Honsinger b. 3 Oct 1946 to Viola Bertha Andrews and Sid Honsinger (spelled as it was in the index) in Walker Co.
                               http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/tx/walker/vitals/births/1946/walkeb46.txt
